
 

Sumokitty by David Biedrzycki (Gr. 1-2) 
 

A stray kitty gets a job in a sumo stable, 

chasing mice in exchange for food. But 

when eating like a sumo wrestler slows our 

feline hero down, he realizes he must train 

like a wrestler, too. 

There Are No Bears In This Bakery by Julia 

Sarcone-Roach (Gr. K - 1) 
 

When Muffin, a cat, hears a suspicious noise at 

the Little Bear Bakery, his investigation 

reveals a hungry bear cub.  

 

This Book is Gray by Lindsay Ward (Gr. K-1) 
 

A book within a book, this colorful tale explores 

the ideas of fitting in, appreciating others, and 

looking at things from another perspective and 

also uses personality and wit to introduce basic 

color concepts. 

The Very Impatient Caterpillar by Ross 

Burach (Gr. K-1) 
 

A caterpillar learns to be patient while trying 

to metamorphosize. 

 

 

A Voice Named Aretha by Katheryn 

Russell-Brown (Gr. 1-2) 
 

In this stirring biography of a true artistic and 

social icon, young readers learn how Aretha's 

talent, intelligence, and perseverance made 

her a star who will shine on for generations to 

come. 

When a Kid Like Me Fights Cancer by 
Catherine Stier (Gr. 1-2) 
 
Ben has cancer, but he also has a loving 
family and friends, a community fighting for 
him—and hope.. 
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Because by Mo Willems (Gr. K-1) 

 

A series of events, some seemingly very insignificant, 

lead to a young girl attending a life-changing concert. 

The Boy Who Grew a Forest by Sophia Gholz  

(Gr. 1-2) 
 

Describes how Jadav Payeng worked to reverse the 

destructive forces of erosion and deforestation in 

India's Brahmaputra River region by starting what 

became a 1,300-acre forest filled with native plants 

and animals.  

 

Carl and the Meaning of Life by Deborah Freedman 

(Gr. K-1) 
 

Carl the earthworm happily digs tunnels in the soil until 

one day he questions why he does what he does, and goes 

in search of an answer, asking one animal after another. 

A Crazy-Much Love by Joy Jordan-Lake  

(Gr. 1 - 2) 
 

"How MUCH is the crazy-much love?" This simple 

question is answered as two parents recount the 

journey of adopting their daughter and the many 

milestone moments that follow. 
 

 



 

Equality’s Call: The Story of Voting Rights 

in America by Deborah Diesen (Gr. K-1) 
 

A history of voting rights in America reveals 

how voting was once restricted to affluent 

white men, in a volume that shares inspiring 

portraits of important equal-rights activists 

from the past and in today’s world. 

The Happy Book by Andy Rash (Gr. K - 1) 
 

When best friends Camper and Clam start to 

disagree and feel sad, they find that getting back to 

happy is difficult, but they also discover that being 

a good friend is not just about being happy. 

 

 

If I Built a School by Chris Van Dusen  
(Gr. K-1) 
 

Imaginative Jack describes the kind of school 

he would build--one full of animals, with tubes 

to transport students directly to their 

classrooms, and library books that come alive. 

Just Like Me by Vanessa Brantley Newton 

 (Gr. 1-2) 
 

A collection of poetic mini-stories by the creator of 

Grandma’s Purse explores the feelings and 

experiences of everyday girls from diverse 

perspectives and backgrounds. 

 

 

Madeline Finn and the Shelter Dog by Lisa 

Papp (Gr. 1-2) 
 

After a visit to her local animal shelter, 

Madeline Finn comes up with an idea to help 

the animals there and requests the aid of some 

friends and a few good books. 

 

  

 

Nobody Hugs a Cactus by Carter 

Goodrich (Gr. K-1) 

 

Hank, a cactus who is as prickly on the 

inside as he is on the outside, decides he 

wants a hug. 

Packs: Strength in Numbers by Hannah 

Salyer (Gr. K-1) 
 

Discusses how creatures thrive in packs 

hunt in groups to confuse predators 

 

 

The Paper Kingdom by Helena Ku Rhee 

(Gr. K-1) 
 

Accompanying his parents to their night-

shift jobs as office cleaners, young Daniel 

reluctantly joins in as they use their 

imaginations to transform the deserted 

building into a magnificent paper kingdom 

where he might one day rule. 
The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad 

(Gr. K-1) 

 

Faizah relates how she feels on the first 

day her sister, sixth-grader Asiya, wears 

a hijab to school. 

 

 

Snail Crossing by Corey R. Tabor 

(Gr. K - 1) 

 

Determined to make his way to a plump, crisp 

cabbage across the road, Snail risks speeding 

cars and hungry crows during a long and slow 

journey, before getting lost while helping a crew 

of ants escape a rainstorm. 
 

 
 


