
 

Song for a Whale by Lynne Kelly (Gr. 4-6) 
 
From fixing the class computer to repairing old 
radios, twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius. But she's 
the only deaf person in her school, so people often 
treat her like she's not very smart. If you've ever felt 
like no one was listening to you, then you know how 
hard that can be. 

Stay by Bobbie Pyron (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Shares the story of Piper, a girl who just moved into a 
homeless shelter in a new city, and Baby, a dog who 
lives in the park with his person, but when Baby loses 
his person it is up to Piper to make sure Baby is not 
taken away for good. 

 

 

Strange Birds by Celia C. Perez (Gr. 4-6) 
After Ofelia, Aster, Cat, and Lane fail to persuade a 

local girls club to change an outdated tradition, they 

form an alternative group that shakes up their sleepy 

Florida town. Includes tips for beginning birders, 

characteristics of crystals, a cookie recipe, tips for 

aspiring journalists, directions for creating badges, 

and facts about the killing of birds for fashion.. 

When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
A Somali refugee who spent his childhood at the Dadaab 
camp and the Newbery Honor-winning creator of Roller 
Girl present the graphic-novel story of a young refugee 
who struggles with leaving behind his nonverbal brother 
when he has an opportunity to help his family by going to 
school.  

 

Woke: A Young Poet’s call to Justice by 
Mahogany Brown (Gr. 2-3) 
 
A collection of poems to inspire kids to stay woke 

and become a new generation of activists. 

A Wolf Called Wander by Rosanne Parry  
(Gr. 4-6) 
 

This gripping novel about survival and family is 
based on the real story of one wolf’s incredible 
journey to find a safe place to call home. 
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All the Impossible Things by Lindsay Lackey (Gr. 4-6) 

 

Despite her power to control the wind with her emotions, Red finds 

herself bouncing from foster home to foster home until she settles 

in with a quirky couple who own a petting zoo, but her comfort is 

soon upended with the arrival of her birth mother. 

The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman (Gr. 4-6) 

 
 

Facing daunting prospects on the streets of Chennai, two 

runaway sisters finds shelter and friendship on an abandoned 

bridge with two homeless boys before an illness forces them to 

choose between survival and freedom. 

 

  

Finding Orion by John David Anderson (Gr. 4-6) 

 
When Rion Kwirk and his unconventional family head to his 
grandfather's funeral, he tries to uncover the truth about Papa 
Kwirk's complicated relationship with Rion's father. 

The Ghost in Apartment 2R by Denis Markell                                                                                                    
(Gr. 4-6) 

 
It stinks that Danny's older brother moved out and went to college. 
But you know what's worse? He left behind an angry ghost in his 
room! With the help of his friends Nat and Gus, Danny interviews 
everyone his Brooklyn neighborhood to find out about spirits. Is it an 
Arabian ghoul? A Korean gwishin? A Polish haunting? Maybe the 
answer lies with Danny’s own bubbe and her tales of the dybbuk.   

 



 

Guest: A Changling Tale by Mary Downing Hahn 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
From the master of spookiness, Mary Downing Hahn, 
comes a tale of malicious sprites called the Kinde Folke who 
snatch Mollie's baby brother and replace him with a 
hideous changeling, and of Mollie's journey through eerie, 
perilous lands to save him. 

Hello from Renn Lake by Michele Weber Hurwitz 
(Gr. 3-4) 
 
In Wisconsin, as her adoptive parents open their lake 

cabins for summer visitors, twelve-year-old Annalise, 

abandoned as an infant and able to communicate with the 

lake, discovers a growing toxic algae bloom and teams up 

with her friends to save the beloved body of water.  

 

Lety Out Loud by Angela Cervantes (Gr. 4-6) 
 
When Lety jumps at the chance to write animal 
profiles for the Furry Friends Animal Shelter, she is 
forced to team up with a grumpy classmate named 
Hunter, who devises a contest to decide who gets to 
be the official shelter scribe. 

Mañanaland by Pam Muñoz Ryan (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Twelve-year-old Max, who loves the legend Buelo tells him 
about a mythical gatekeeper who can guide brave travelers 
on a journey into tomorrow, sets out on a dangerous quest 
to discover if he is true of heart and what the future holds, 
armed with a treasured compass, a mysterious stone 
rubbing, and Buelo's legend as his only guides. 

 

 

More to the Story by Hena Khan (Gr. 4-6) 
 
As features editor of her school newspaper, thirteen-

year-old Jameela Mirza wants to impress her father 

by writing a spectacular story about the new student, 

but a misunderstanding and family illness complicate 

matters. 

 

  

 

On Thin Ice by Michael Northrop (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Targeted by the school bully because of his spinal 

abnormality, twelve-year-old social outcast Ked 

Eakins, the son of a gambler, organizes an 

innovative but risky venture to save his home 

while finding a creative place to belong. 

Once Upon an Eid by S.K. Ali, Aisha Saeed, and 
Sara Alfageeh (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Eid! The short, single syllable word conjures up a variety of 
feelings and memories for Muslims. Maybe it’s waking up to 
the sound of frying samosas or the comfort of bean pie, maybe 
it’s the pleasure of putting on a new outfit for Eid prayers, or 
maybe it&;s the gift giving and the holiday parties, or carnival 
rides to come that day. Whatever it may be, for those who 
cherish this day of celebration, the emotional responses may 
be summed up in another short and sweet word: joy.  

 

Pay Attention, Carter Jones by Gary D. Schmidt 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
When an English butler arrives to help his troubled 
family, Carter struggles to navigate middle school while 
adjusting to the unwelcome presence of a butler who is 
determined to help him become a gentleman and deal 
with burdens from the past. 

Scouts by Shannon Greenland (Gr. 4-6) 
 
 

The summer before seventh grade, five best 
friends sneak out to watch a meteor shower, but 
soon find themselves on the run from a violent 
mountain clan. 

 

 

Some Places More than Others by Renee 
Watson (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Amara visits her father's family in Harlem for her twelfth 
birthday, hoping to better understand her family and 
herself, but New York City is not what she expected. 

 

 


