
 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani  
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
Told through Nisha's letters to her mother, The 
Night Diary is a heartfelt story of one girl's 
search for home, for her own identity...and for 
a hopeful future. 

Not If I Save You First by Ally Carter (Gr. 4-
6) 
 
Maddie thought she and Logan would be friends 
forever. But when your dad is a Secret Service agent 
and your best friend is the president's son, 
sometimes life has other plans. Before she knows it, 
Maddie's dad is dragging her to a cabin in the middle 
of the Alaskan wilderness. 

 

 

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise 
by Dan Gemeinhart (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Over the course of thousands of miles, Coyote will 

learn that going home can sometimes be the hardest 

journey of all...but that with friends by her side, she 

just might be able to turn her “once upon a time” into 

a “happily ever after.” 

Shouting at the Rain by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
As Ronan and Delsie traipse around Cape Cod on their 
adventures, they both learn what it means to be angry 
versus sad, broken versus whole, and abandoned 
versus loved. And that, together, they can weather any 
storm. 

 

 

Small Spaces by Katherine Arden (Gr. 4-6) 
 

After eleven-year-old Ollie's school bus mysteriously 
breaks down on a field trip, she has to take a trip 
through scary woods, and must use all of her wits to 
survive. 

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman  

(Gr. 4-6) 
 

Told in alternating voices, the teacher and students in 

room 117 find their lives changed over the course of a 

school year. 
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The Benefits of Being an Octopus by Ann Braden 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
Seventh-grader Zoey Albro focuses on caring for three 
younger siblings and avoiding rich classmates at 
school until her fascination with octopuses gets her on 
the debate team and she begins to speak out. 

Deep Water by Watt Key (Gr. 4-6) 

 
 

A thrilling middle grade survival story about a 
scuba dive gone wrong and two enemies who must 
unite to survive. 

 

 

Endling: The Last by Katherine Applegate 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
Byx is the youngest member of her dairne pack. 
Believed to possess remarkable abilities, her mythical 
doglike species has been hunted to near extinction in 
the war-torn kingdom of Nedarra.  

Every Shiny Thing by Cordelia Jensen and Laurie 
Morrison (Gr. 4-6) 
 
When Lauren begins stealing to raise money for autistic 
kids, like her brother, who don't have her family's 
resources, she convinces Sierra, a foster child, to help 
with the Robin Hood scheme, in a story told half in 
prose and half in verse.  

 



 

Everything Else in the Universe by Tracy Holczer 
(Gr. 4-6) 

 

When her father returns from Vietnam after losing 
part of his arm, twelve-year-old Lucy Rossi struggles 
with the changes in her family, and it takes her 
friend Milo, a mysterious packet of photographs, and 
an eye-opening mission to help Lucy adjust. 

Front Desk by Kelly Yang (Gr. 4-6) 
 

After emigrating from China, ten-year-old Mia 
Tang's parents take a job managing a rundown 
motel, despite the nasty owner, Mr. Yao, who 
exploits them, while she works the front desk and 
tries to cope with fitting in at her school. 

 

 

Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 
Genesis is determined to fix her family, and she’s willing to 
try anything to do so even if it means harming herself in the 
process. But when Genesis starts to find a thing or two she 
actually likes about herself, she discovers that changing her 
own attitude is the first step in helping change others. 

A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramée 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 

Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants 
to do is to follow the rules. (Oh, and she’d also like to make it 
through seventh grade with her best friendships intact, learn 
to run track, and have a cute boy see past her giant 
forehead.) But in junior high, it’s like all the rules have 
changed. Now she’s suddenly questioning who her best 
friends are and some people at school are saying she’s not 
black enough. Wait, what? 

 

 

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson (Gr. 4-6) 
 

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by 
themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, in the room they soon 
dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), they discover it's 
safe to talk about what's bothering them. When the six are together, 
they can express the feelings and fears they have to hide from the 
rest of the world. And together, they can grow braver and more 
ready for the rest of their lives. 

 

  

 

I Am Still Alive by Kate Alice Marshall  

(Gr. 7-9) 
 

After: With only her father’s dog for company, 

Jess must forage and hunt for food, build 

shelter, and keep herself warm. Some days it 

feels like the wild is out to destroy her, but she’s 

stronger than she ever imagined. 

The Jigsaw Jungle by Kristin Levine (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Claudia Dalton, twelve, embarks on an unexpected 
treasure hunt that she hopes will bring her missing 
father home and heal whatever is wrong with her 
family. Told through notes, emails, audio and video 
transcripts, and more from Claudia's scrapbook. 

 

 

Lifeboat 12 by Susan Hood (Gr. 4-6) 
 

In the tradition of The War That Saved My Life and 
Stella By Starlight, this poignant novel in verse 
based on true events tells the story of a boy’s 
harrowing experience on a lifeboat after 
surviving a torpedo attack during World War II. 

Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish by 
Pablo Cartaya (Gr. 4-6) 
 

After a fight at school leaves Marcus facing 
suspension, Marcus's mother takes him and his 
brother to Puerto Rico to visit relatives they have 
never met, and while there Marcus starts searching 
for his father, who left their family ten years ago.  

 

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy 
McAnulty (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Surviving a lightning strike that has given her 
genius-level math skills, 12-year-old Lucy is offered 
entry into college but reluctantly takes her 
grandmother's advice to attend one year of middle 
school, make a friend, join a club and read a non-
math book. 

 

 


