
 

Max & the Midknights by Lincoln Pierce (Gr. 3-4) 
 
Aspiring knight Max teams up with a band of brave 
adventurers, the Midknights, on a madcap quest to 
save a kidnapped relative from a cruel king who is 
driving all the happiness out of the realm of Byjovia. 

Saving Winslow by Sharon Creech (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Louie doesn't have the best luck when it comes to 
nurturing small creatures. So when his father brings 
home a sickly newborn mini donkey, he's determined 
to save him. He names him Winslow. Taking care of 
him helps Louie feel closer to his brother, Gus, who is 
far, far away in the army.  

 

Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster by 

Jonathan Auxier (Gr. 4-6) 
 

In nineteenth-century England, after her father's 

disappearance Nan Sparrow, ten, works as a 

"climbing boy," aiding chimney sweeps, but when 

her most treasured possessions end up in a fireplace, 

she unwittingly creates a golem. 

They Call Me Güero: A Border Kid's Poems by 
David Bowles (Gr. 2-3) 
 
This collection of narrative poetry explores a year in 
the life of a Mexican-American boy: caring, talented, 
and irrepressibly mischievous. 

 

 

The Unsung Hero of Birdsong, USA by Brenda 
Woods (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Gabriel, twelve, gains new perspective when he 

becomes friends with Meriwether, a Black World 

War II hero who has recently returned to the 

unwelcoming Jim Crow South. 
Willa of the Wood by Robert Beatty (Gr. 3-4) 
 

Willa, a young night-spirit of the Great Smoky 
Mountains, is her clan's best thief. She creeps into 
the homes of day-folk under cover of darkness and 
takes what they won't miss. As forces of 
unfathomable destruction encroach on her home, 
Willa must decide who she truly is. 
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Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed (Gr. 4-6) 

 
In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream of being a teacher 

even after becoming an indentured servant to pay off her 

family's debt to the wealthy and corrupt Khan family. 

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire by John August (Gr. 

4-6) 
 

Screenwriter John August's debut novel about a 12-year-

old boy who joins a special scout team to learn how to 

survive in both the wilds of the forest and the magical 

world that lies within it. 
 

  

Betty before X by Ilyasah Shabazz (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Raised by her aunt until she is six, Betty, who will later 
marry Malcolm X, joins her mother and stepfamily in 
1940s Detroit, where she learns about the civil rights 
movement. 

Blended by Sharon Draper (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Eleven-year-old Isabella’s blended family is more 
divided than ever in this timely but genuine story about 
divorce and racial identity from the award-winning and 
New York Times bestselling author of Out of My Mind, 
Sharon M. Draper. 

 

 



 

Caterpillar Summer by Gillian McDunn (Gr. 3-4) 
 
Helping to care for her beloved special-needs brother in the 
years after their father's passing, Cat suffers a personal 
setback that prompts her to visit the home of the 
grandparents she has never met, where she finds renewal 
in simply being able to be a kid. 

Daring Dozen: The Twelve Who Walked on 
the Moon by Suzanne Slade (K- Gr. 1) 
 
Published to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 

the first lunar landing, a lavishly illustrated 

introduction to the 12 brave astronauts who have left 

footprints on the moon includes introductory details 

about the events and importance of the Apollo 

missions. 
 

 

The Doughnut Fix by Jessie Janowitz (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Superfudge meets The Lemonade War in this funny, 
heartwarming series debut about change, adventure, 
family, and of course, doughnuts. 

Echo’s Sister by Paul Mosier (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Navigating a new school and feelings of helplessness 
when her younger sister is diagnosed with a life-
threatening illness, a 12-year-old girl bonds with a 
compassionate new friend and searches for a way to 
make a difference. 

 

 

Finding Langston by Lesa Cline-Ransome (Gr. 3-4) 
 
Discovering a book of Langston Hughes' poetry in the 

library helps Langston cope with the loss of his 

mother, relocating from Alabama to Chicago as part 

of the Great Migration, and being bullied. 

 

  

 

Hardscrabble by Sandra Dallas (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Twelve-year-old Belle Martin and her family move 

to Mingo, Colorado, in 1910 when the U.S. 

government offers three hundred twenty acres of 

land free to homesteaders. 

Holes in the Sky by Patricia Polacco (Gr. 2-3) 
 
Soon after her beloved grandmother's death, 
Trisha's family moves to a diverse California 
neighborhood where she meets Stewart and his 
grandmother, Miss Eula, who brings people 
together to help a grieving neighbor. 

 

 

Just like Jackie by Lindsey Stoddard (Gr. 2-3) 
 

Fifth grader Robbie is determined to stay out 
of trouble so that she does not worry her 
grandfather whose memory is failing and to 
make sure that she and her grandfather stay 
together as he is the only family she has left. 

Let ‘Er Buck!: George Fletcher, the People’s 
Champion by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson (Gr. 2-
3) 
 

Shares the life of the cowboy, including his early 
life in Eastern Oregon, why he was so great with 
horses, and the time he unfairly lost the 1911 
Pendleton Round-Up to a white man, but was 
declared the "people's champion."  

 

Lizzy and the Good Girl Luck by Susan Lubner 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 

Twelve-year-old Lizzy Sherman believes there are 
signs everywhere that can help her keep her family 
safe, so when she begins helping a runaway girl her 
own age--a stranger to their small town in Maine--
Lizzy hopes that she, too, can protect Lizzy's family. 

 

 


